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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 DAMASC 01252 231337Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO EB-08 /031 W 

231414 011485/45 

R 231320Z FEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO USDOC WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 1902 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 

UNCLAS DAMASCUS 1252 

ATHENS FOR RTDO 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, SY 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE TRADE OPPORTUNITY: OXYGEN/NITROGEN PLANT 

1 . LOCAL BOEING REP INFORMS US SYRIAN ARAB AIRLINES IS HAVING 
DIFFICULTY LOCALLY PROCURING OXYGEN. IT FURTHER HAS A 

NEED FOR NITROGEN (FOR INFLATING AIRCRAFT TIRES) WHICH CANNOT 
BE MET LOCALLY. AIRLINE IS SEEKING ADVICE ON POSSIBLY ESTAB- 
LISHING A LOCAL PLANT, ON TURN-KEY OR JOINT VENTURE BASIS AND 
PERHAPS TO BE LOCATED IN AIRPORT FREE ZONE, TO MANUFACTURE 
THESE GASES. PLANT CAPACITY UNKNOWN. AIRLINE WOULD VERY MUCH 
LIKE TO RECEIVE A TECHNICIAN FROM US FIRM WHO COULD ADVISE THEM 
ON THIS POSSIBLE PROJECT AND THEN PERHAPS NEGOTIATE A 
CONTRACT. AIRLINE PREFERS US EQUIPMENT AND HAS NOT MADE 
PUBLIC ITS INTEREST IN PLANT. 

2. ACTION REQUESTED: USDOC TO SOUND OUT US FIRMS, STRESSING 
SYRIAN INTEREST IN VISIT BY COMPANY REP. PLEASE 

INFORM US OF EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST SO WE MAY PASS 
INFORMATION TO BOEING REP. 
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